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draw her picture, alleging that he never copied anybody's works but his own and GOD ALMIGHTY'S
I have taken great pains to inform myself of the growth and extent of this heinous crime of self-painting, I had almost given it a harder name, and I am sorry to say that I have found it to be extremely epidemical. The present state of it, in its several degrees, appears to be this.
The inferior class of women, who always ape their betters, made use of a sort of rough cast, little superior to the common lath and plaster, which comes very cheap, and can be afforded out of the casual profits of the evening.
The class immediately above these, paint occasionally, either in size or oil, which, at sixpence per foot square, comes within a moderate weekly allowance.
The generality of women of fashion make use of a superfine stucco, or plaster of Paris highly glazed, which does not require a daily renewal, and will, with some slight occasional repairs, last as long as their curls, and stand a pretty strong collision.
As for the transcendant and divine powder, with an exquisite varnish superinduced to fix it, it is by no means commoD, but is reserved for the ladies not only of the first rank, but of the most considerable fortunes ; it being so very costly, that few pin-moneys can keep a face in it as a face of condition ought to be kept. Perhaps the same number of pearls whole, might be more acceptable to some lovers, than in powder upon the lady's face.
I would now fain undeceive my fair countrywomen of an error, which, gross as it is, they too fondly entertain. They flatter themselves that this artificial is